
Clean Energy

Clean Energy

Power From the Sun and Wind

Learn about Earth-friendly energy
What do people need to light their homes and drive cars? Energy! It gives power to many things 
we need and use.

Most of the energy people use comes from coal, oil, and gas. They are called fossil fuels. 
Those fuels come from fossils under the ground. Fossils are the remains of plants and animals 
that lived long ago.

Burning fossil fuels pollutes the air. The air becomes dirty. That can be harmful to people, 
animals, and plants.

Now more people are using clean energy. Such energy does not pollute the air. Two kinds of 
clean energy are wind power and solar power. Solar means "from the sun."

Solar Power
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Clean Energy

Construction Photography/Corbis

The sun gives Earth heat and light. Some homes have solar panels on the roof. The panels 
collect sunlight and turn it into electricity. That is a kind of energy. It lets people do many 
things. For example, we use electricity to light our homes and watch television. Solar power can 
also be used to warm up the water in our homes.

WENN/Newscom

The Antro Solo is a solar-powered car.
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Clean Energy

Wind Power

People can turn wind energy into electricity. Wind turbines are machines that spin when the 
wind blows. They make electricity.

Raimund Koch/Corbis

Wind turbines are often as tall as 20-story buildings. The blades can be more than 100 feet long.

Wind turbines are grouped together in wind farms. Some wind farms have hundreds of wind 
turbines. The Roscoe Wind Farm in Texas has 627 turbines. They can power 230,000 homes.
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Energy for Life

Energy for Life
by ReadWorks

ENERGY IS THE KEY

We use a lot of energy to live.  Whether we're playing, studying or eating, energy makes these 
activities possible.  We also use energy for production-to run machines, for instance. Much of 
this energy comes from fuels like oil, coal or natural gas.  These fuels are used to make the 
blacktop and basketballs at recess, as well as generate the electricity for the lights all around 
you.  Think of all the energy required to plant, grow, harvest, transport and cook your lunch, and 
you can start to understand that energy is a key to life!

NATURAL, BUT NOT FOREVER

Fuels like natural gas, oil and coal are important natural resources.  They are known as fossil 
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fuels and take millions of years to form.  We've used them for hundreds of years, and they've 
powered everything from planes and trains to cars and computers. Unfortunately, fossil fuels 
are non-renewable forms of energy.  Our power plants burn them faster than nature makes 
them, and when they are burned, power plants create emissions harmful to the environment.

To use fossil fuels, we first need to get them out of the earth with technologies like oil rigs, coal 
mines and natural gas wells.  The drilling, mining and pumping of these natural resources often 
requires very large operations. These procedures result in producing the important energy we 
need, but they need fossil fuels themselves to operate and can often negatively impact the land 
where these fuels are found.

POWERING THE FUTURE

Fortunately, there are forms of renewable energy out there.  They also come from nature and 
don't harm the environment as much as fossil fuels. Furthermore, they aren't consumed to 
produce energy, so we can use them again and again. One form of renewable energy is solar 
energy.  Solar energy uses solar panels, which collect sunlight and convert it directly into 
electricity. 

Another form of renewable energy is wind energy. Like an extremely large pinwheel, wind 
turbines have blades that rotate when the wind blows, and this movement generates electricity.  
Some solar and wind energy power plants are connected to batteries so they can supply 
electricity even when the sun isn't shining or the wind isn't blowing. 

One form of renewable energy that has been around for a very long time is hydropower. 
Hydropower is energy produced by falling and running water.  Hydropower technologies can be 
as simple as a watermill on a stream or as complex as a hydroelectricity dam.  Hydropower is a 
great source of renewable energy: in Washington state (in the USA), for instance, it produces 
approximately 75% of the entire state's energy!

THE RIGHT PLAN

Using renewable energy is a good way to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels, though 
renewable energies have some negative impacts on the earth as well.  Solar power plants are 
usually built in deserts where sunshine is reliable and strong, but the desert land that is 
disrupted for the construction and operation of these power plants is actually rich with plant and 
animal life.

Wind energy power plants are called wind farms and require a lot of land.  Though each turbine 
only takes up a small area of land, wind farms can easily have hundreds or thousands of 
turbines.  With that many turbines together, their presence can easily affect birds, bats and 
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other wildlife in the area. 

Hydropower plants can generate a lot of energy and electricity, but their existence can 
dramatically alter the environment around them.  Many hydropower plants use dams to create 
the electricity.  Fish can be easily blocked by a dam and prevented from swimming to important 
spawning grounds.  Dams can also fail and cause massive flooding.  Also, in the event of a 
drought, the electricity produced could truly be limited to a trickle!

However, by carefully planning the locations of renewable energy power plants, their harmful 
impact to the planet can be minimized and their renewable and sustainable benefits maximized.

LOOKING FORWARD

Almost everything we do requires some sort of energy.  It's important to understand where our 
energy comes from, how it is produced and what effect each type has on our environment.  As 
technology improves, we can balance the use of non-renewable fossil fuels with renewable 
energy for a healthier planet.
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Nonrenewable Energy Sources

Nonrenewable Energy Sources
This text is taken from the U.S. Energy Information Administration's Kids Page.

Energy sources are of two types: nonrenewable and renewable. Energy sources are considered 
nonrenewable if they cannot be replenished (made again) in a short period of time. On the other 
hand, renewable energy sources such as solar and wind can be replenished naturally.

Nonrenewable Basics
The four major nonrenewable energy sources are

· Crude oil
· Natural gas
· Coal
· Uranium (nuclear energy)

Nonrenewable energy sources come out of the ground as liquids, gases, and solids. We use crude oil 
to make liquid petroleum products such as gasoline, diesel fuel, and heating oil. Propane and other 
hydrocarbon gas liquids, such as butane and ethane, are found in natural gas and crude oil.

All fossil fuels are nonrenewable, but not all 
nonrenewable energy sources are fossil fuels
Coal, crude oil, and natural gas are all considered fossil fuels because they were formed from the 
buried remains of plants and animals that lived millions of years ago.

Uranium ore, a solid, is mined and converted to a fuel used at nuclear power plants. Uranium is not a 
fossil fuel, but it is classified as a nonrenewable fuel.

ReadWorks.org
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Laws of Energy
This text is taken from the U.S. Energy Information Administration's Kids Page.

Energy is neither created nor destroyed
To scientists, conservation of energy does not mean saving energy. Instead, the law of conservation 
of energy says that energy is neither created nor destroyed. When people use energy, it doesn't 
disappear. Energy changes from one form of energy into another form of energy.

A car engine burns gasoline, converting the chemical energy in gasoline into mechanical energy. 
Solar photovoltaic cells change radiant energy into electrical energy. Energy changes form, but the 
total amount of energy in the universe stays the same.

Scientists at the U.S. Department of Energy think they have discovered a mysterious new form of 
energy called "dark energy" that is actually causing the universe to grow!

Source: National Energy Education Development Project (public domain)
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Sources of Energy
This text is taken from the U.S. Energy Information Administration's Kids Page.

We use many different energy sources to do work. Energy sources are classified as renewable or nonrenewable. 
Renewable and nonrenewable energy can be converted into secondary energy sources like electricity and 
hydrogen.

Most of our energy is nonrenewable
In the United States, most of our energy comes from nonrenewable energy sources. Coal, petroleum, natural gas, 
and uranium are examples of nonrenewable energy sources. Nonrenewable energy sources are used to make 
electricity, to heat our homes, to move our cars, and to manufacture products.

These energy sources are called nonrenewable because their supplies are limited. Petroleum, for example, was 
formed millions of years ago from the remains of ancient sea plants and animals.

Use of renewable energy is growing
Renewable energy sources include biomass, geothermal energy, hydropower, solar energy, and wind energy. They 
are called renewable energy sources because they are naturally replenished regularly. Day after day, the sun 
shines, the wind blows, and rivers flow. Renewable energy sources are used for electricity generation, for heat 
generation, and for transportation fuels.

How are secondary sources of energy different than primary 
energy sources?
Electricity and hydrogen are different than other energy sources because they are secondary sources of energy. 
Secondary sources of energy-energy carriers-are used to store, move, and deliver energy in an easily useable 
form. Another energy source must be used to make secondary sources of energy like electricity and hydrogen.

ReadWorks.org
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Energy Basics
This text is taken from the U.S. Energy Information Administration's Kids Page.

Energy is the ability to do work
Energy comes in different forms:

· Heat (thermal)
· Light (radiant)
· Motion (kinetic)
· Electrical
· Chemical
· Nuclear energy
· Gravitational

People use energy for everything from making a jump shot to sending astronauts into space.

There are two types of energy:

· Stored (potential) energy
· Working (kinetic) energy

For example, the food a person eats contains chemical energy, and a person's body stores this 
energy until he or she uses it as kinetic energy during work or play.

Energy sources can be categorized as renewable or 
nonrenewable
When people use electricity in their homes, the electrical power was probably generated by burning 
coal, by a nuclear reaction, or by a hydroelectric plant on a river, to name just a few sources. 
Therefore, coal, nuclear, and hydro are called energy sources. When people fill up a gas tank, the 
source might be petroleum refined from crude oil or ethanol made by growing and processing corn.

Energy sources are divided into two groups:

· Renewable (an energy source that can be easily replenished)
· Nonrenewable (an energy source that cannot be easily replenished)

Renewable and nonrenewable energy sources can be used as primary energy sources to produce 
useful energy such as heat or used to produce secondary energy sources such as electricity.

When people use electricity in their homes, the electrical power was probably generated from burning 
coal or natural gas, a nuclear reaction, or a hydroelectric plant on a river, to name a few possible 

ReadWorks.org
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energy sources. The gasoline people use to fuel their cars is made from crude oil (nonrenewable 
energy) and may contain a biofuel (renewable energy) like ethanol, which is made from processed 
corn.

The chart below shows the energy sources used in the United States. Nonrenewable energy sources 
accounted for about 90% of all energy used. Biomass, which includes wood, biofuels, and biomass 
waste, is the largest renewable energy source, and it accounted for about half of all renewable energy 
and about 5% of total U.S. energy consumption.

Renewable energy
There are five main renewable energy sources:

· Solar energy from the sun
· Geothermal energy from heat inside the earth
· Wind energy
· Biomass from plants
· Hydropower from flowing water

Nonrenewable energy
Most of the energy consumed in the United States is from 
nonrenewable energy sources:

· Petroleum products
· Hydrocarbon gas liquids
· Natural gas
· Coal
· Nuclear energy

Crude oil, natural gas, and coal are called fossil fuels because they were formed over millions of 
years by the action of heat from the earth's core and pressure from rock and soil on the remains (or 
fossils) of dead plants and creatures like microscopic diatoms. Most of the petroleum products 
consumed in the United States are made from crude oil, but petroleum liquids can also be made from 
natural gas and coal.

Nuclear energy is produced from uranium, a nonrenewable energy source whose atoms are split 
(through a process called nuclear fission) to create heat and, eventually, electricity.

ReadWorks.org
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Renewable Energy Sources

Renewable Energy Sources
This text is taken from the U.S. Energy Information Administration's Kids Page.

Renewable energy sources including biomass, hydropower, geothermal, wind, and solar provide 8% 
of the energy used in the United States. Most renewable energy goes to producing electricity.

What is renewable energy?
Renewable energy sources can be replenished.

There are five commonly used renewable energy 
sources:

· Biomass-includes:
· Wood and wood waste
· Municipal solid waste
· Landfill gas and biogas
· Ethanol
· Biodiesel
· Hydropower
· Geothermal
· Wind
· Solar

What role does renewable energy play in the United 
States?
More than 150 years ago, wood supplied nearly 90% of the nation's energy needs. As more 
consumers began using coal, petroleum, and natural gas, the United States relied less on wood as an 
energy source. Today, the use of renewable energy sources is increasing, especially biofuels, solar, 
and wind.

In 2015, about 10% of total U.S. energy consumption was from renewable energy sources (or about 
9.7 quadrillion British thermal units (Btu)-1 quadrillion is the number 1 followed by 15 zeros). More 
than half of U.S. renewable energy is used for producing electricity, and about 13% of U.S. electricity 
generation was from renewable energy sources in 2015.

ReadWorks.org
Page 10 of 11



Renewable Energy Sources

Renewable energy plays an important role in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. When renewable energy 
sources are used, the demand for fossil fuels is reduced. 
Unlike fossil fuels, non-biomass renewable sources of 
energy (hydropower, geothermal, wind, and solar) do not 
directly emit greenhouse gases.

The consumption of biofuels and nonhydroelectric 
renewable energy sources more than doubled from 2000 
to 2015, mainly because of state and federal government 
mandates and incentives for renewable energy. The U.S. 
Energy Information Administration (EIA) projects that the 
use of renewable energy in the United States will 
continue to grow through 2040.

Why don't we use more renewable energy?
In general, renewable energy is more expensive to produce and to use than fossil fuel energy. 
Favorable renewable resources are often located in remote areas, and it can be expensive to build 
power lines from the renewable energy sources to the cities that need the electricity. In addition, 
renewable sources are not always available:

· Clouds reduce electricity from solar power plants.
· Days with low wind reduce electricity from wind farms.
· Droughts reduce the water available for hydropower.

ReadWorks.org
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Thesis Statement/Introduction
Before ________ 

First 
First and foremost 

First of all 
From one perspective 

On one hand 
On the one side 

One reason 
One example 
To begin with 

To start off 
To start with 

When you stop to think about it

Additionally 
Along with______ 

Also 
As a result 

Equally important 
From a different perspective 

Furthermore 
In addition 
Likewise 
Moreover 

Next 
On the other hand 

Second

Additionally 
After careful consideration 

As a result 
Based on the evidence 

Finally 
Fortunately 
Furthermore 
In addition 
Likewise 

Last 
Last but not least 

Thankfully 
Third

All in all                   As one can see          Certainly                 So then                         Definitely                 Hands down      As we have seen      Hence 
In conclusion          In other words           In summary             In the end                    Naturally                  To be sure          Obviously                 Clearly 
On the whole          So you can see          Surely                      In closing                    Therefore                 Truly                   To summarize           In any case 
To sum up               Ultimately                   To reiterate              Without a doubt          Simply stated          After all               Once again                In short

SHORT STORY/NARRATIVE CONNECTORS

In the beginning That morning Out of the blue At (given time) A long time ago

Immediately Suddenly Until Eventually Finally

For the time being Soon The next day After that One ______ later

Fortunately In the end Later on Meanwhile As soon as

Out of nowhere All of of sudden To be sure Thankfully Gradually

In a flash Little by little Without warning Just then Before I knew it

With this in mind To the left/right Under/Near/Around/By/Beyond Earlier With regard to

1

2 3 4

5

5 BOX WRITING CONNECTORS



Sensory Words 
  

Keep the following lists of words to help you improve your writing.  Using sensory 
words can help you provide more details and examples in your writing. 
  
SOUND WORDS 
Hanging croaking  laughing  ringing tinkling 
Barking crunching  moaning  rumbling thudding 
Bawling crying   mooing  rustling thumping 
Blaring dripping  mumbling  scratching ticking 
Booming exploding  muttering  screaming twittering 
Buzzing fizzing  noisy   screeching warbling 
Chattering gagging  peeping  singing wheezing 
Chiming gasping  piercing  slamming whimpering 
Chirping giggling  pinging  shouting whining 
Clanging grating  plopping  silent  whispering 
Clicking grunting  quacking  snoring whooping 
Clinking gurgling  quiet   splashing 
Cooing  hissing  rapping  squawking 
Coughing honking  rasping  stuttering 
Crackling jangling  riming   tearing 
  
TOUCH WORDS 
Abrasive feathery  knobbed  sandy  spongy 
Biting  fine   lacy   scalding steamy 
Boiling fluffy   leathery  scorching steely 
Bubby  foamy   light   scratchy sticky 
Bulky  freezing  lukewarm  scummy stifled 
Bumpy  furry   matted  shaggy stinging 
Burning fuzzy   metallic  sharp  stony 
Bushy  glassy   moist   silky  stubby 
Clammy gluey   mushy   slimy  tangled 
Coarse grainy   numbing  slippery tender 
Cool  greasy  oily   sloppy  tepid 
Cottony gritty   piercing  smooth thick 
Crisp  gushy   plastic  smothering tickling 
  
  

TOUCH WORDS 
Cushioned hairy   pocked  soapy  tough 
Damp  heavy   pointed  soft  velvety 
Downy  hot   pulpy   sopping warm 
Drenched humid   rocky   soupy  waxy  
  
TASTE AND SMELL WORDS  
Acid  doughy  minty   rank  sweaty 
Acidic  earthy  moist   raw  sweet 
Acrid  floury   moldy   rich  tangy 
Alkaline flowery  musky   rotten tasteless 
Aromatic fresh   musty   salty  tough 
Biting  fruity   oily   scented vile 
Bitter  garlicky  perfumed  sharp  vinegary 
Bland  hearty  pickled  sour 
Burnt  hot   piney   spicy 
Buttery lemony  plastic  spoiled 
Cold  medicinal  pungent  stagnant 
  
SIGHT WORDS 
Abrasive feathery  knobbed  sandy  spongy 
Biting  fine   lacy   scalding steamy 
Boiling fluffy   leathery  scorching steely 
Bubbly foamy   light   scratchy sticky 
Bulky  freezing  lukewarm  scummy stifled 
Bumpy  furry   matted  shaggy stinging 
Burning fuzzy   metallic  sharp  stony 
Bushy  glassy   moist   silky  stubby 
Clammy gluey   mushy   slimy  tangled 
Coarse grainy   numbing  slippery tender 
Cool  greasy  oily   sloppy  tepid 
Cottony gritty   piercing  smooth thick 
Crisp  gushy   plastic  smothering tickling 
Cushioned hairy   pocked  soapy  tough 
Damp  heavy   pointed  soft  velvety 
Downy  hot   pulpy   sopping warm 
Drenched humid   rocky   soupy  waxy  

Acknowledged 
Added 
Admitted 
Advised 
Affirmed 
Agreed 
Announced 
Answered 
Argued 
Asserted 
Assured 
Assured 
Avowed 
Bellowed 
Blurted 
Bragged 
Cautioned 
Challenged 
Claimed 
Conceded 
Concluded 
Confessed 
Continued 
Cried 
Decided 
Declared 
Demanded 
Denied 
Disclosed 
Divulged 
Emphasized 
Estimated 
Explained 

Gasped 
Growled 
Grunted 
Hinted 
Insisted 
Interjected 
Interrupted 
Joked 
Lied 
Maintained 
Mentioned 
Mumbled 
Murmured 
Offered 
Ordered 
Panted 
Pleaded 
Pointed out 
Prayed 
Proclaimed 
Promised 
Proposed 
Protested 
Quipped 
Ranted 
   

“SAID IS DEAD” CHOICES

SAID 

IS 


DEAD

4   D I F F E R E N T    W A Y S    T O   S T A R T    A   S E N T E  N C E ADVERB WORD LIST PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES

carefully  
correctly  
eagerly 
easily 
loudly  

patiently  
quickly  
quietly 
gently  
gladly 

naturally  
majestically

instantly  
elegantly  

energetically  
hastily 
neatly 
loosely  
lovingly  
loyally 

painfully  
dangerously  

perfectly 
enthusiastically 

Over the hill,  
Behind the door,  
At my house, 
Without a coat, 
During lunch, 
Atop the mountain, 
Beneath the ground, 
After the fall,  
Behind my chair, 
Beyond the sunset, 
Amid the crowd, 
Against the current,

Down the road, 
Near the waterfall, 
Across the room, 
Around the corner, 
Inside my head, 
Between the trees, 
Above the clouds, 
On the beach sand, 
Into outer space, 
Through the trees, 
Toward the horizon, 
Within his heart,

1. Question è   Who, How, Where, When, Do/Did, What, Which, Why, Will

2. Exclamation è   Aha!  Ahhh!  Alas!  Shhh!  Hey!  Yikes!  Yeah!  Yuck!  Phew!  Brrr!

3. Adverb First è Slowly, the rickety bus rides down the road.

4. Prepositional Phrase First è   Down the road, the rickety bus rides slowly.

ADJECTIVES (SENSORY DETAILS)

w r i t e r ’ s   t o o l b o x



ORGANIZED WRITING NOTES
WALDEN GREEN ~ UPPER ELEMENTARY ARGUMENTATIVE TOPIC: Renewable vs. Non-Renewable Energy

A: B: C:

resource(s): resource(s): resource(s):



MY “PRE-WRITE” ACTIVITY
O REVIEW YOUR “ORGANIZED WRITING” NOTES 

O OPEN WITH AN INTRODUCTION (THESIS) THAT CAPTURES THE READER’S ATTENTION  

O DEVELOP REASONS, FACTS OR EXAMPLES TO SUPPORT YOUR INTRODUCTION (THESIS) 

O ELABORATE AND SUMMARIZE THE INFORMATION IN YOUR OWN WORDS

O USE AT LEAST 4 TRANSITION WORDS/PHRASES TO CONNECT IDEAS 

O GIVE A STRONG CONCLUSION (WRAP-UP) 

O PUNCTUATE AND CAPITALIZE CORRECTLY 

O USE NEAT HANDWRITING AND SPELL MOST WORDS ACCURATELY

TITLE:

Introduction
(Thesis)

Supporting
Details
(Body)

Conclusion
(Wrap-Up)



5 BOX PLAN: WRITING ORGANIZER TOPIC: RENEWABLE VS. NON-RENEWABLE PLAN APPROVAL:
Overall Guiding Question(s):

1) Thesis Statement A: 

1) Thesis Statement B: 

Supporting Detail A: Supporting Detail B: Supporting Detail C:

2) ____________________, 
      (connector) 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________. 

Fact/Reason/Detail 1: 

Fact/Reason/Detail 2: 

Fact/Reason/Detail 3: 

3) ____________________, 
      (connector) 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________. 

Fact/Reason/Detail 1: 

Fact/Reason/Detail 2: 

Fact/Reason/Detail 3:

4) ____________________, 
      (connector) 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________. 

Fact/Reason/Detail 1: 

Fact/Reason/Detail 2: 

Fact/Reason/Detail 3:

5) __________________,  
      (Conclusion A) 

5) __________________,  
      (Conclusion B) 



writing self-CHECK writing peer-CHECK
Read the writing out loud and carefully look/listen for the following: Read the writing out loud and carefully look/listen for the following:

The writing is truly argumentative and takes a stance The writing is truly argumentative and takes a stance

The writing opens with a thesis that grabs your attention The writing opens with a thesis that grabs your attention

The writing elaborated each supporting detail The writing elaborated each supporting detail

The writing has at least 4 transition words/phrases The writing has at least 4 transition words/phrases

The writing is organized in a logical order The writing is organized in a logical order

The writing gives a strong conclusion The writing gives a strong conclusion

The writing is punctuated and capitalized correctly The writing is punctuated and capitalized correctly

The writing uses complete sentences The writing uses complete sentences

The writing follows my 5 BOX Plan The writing follows his/her 5 BOX Plan

The writing is interesting to read The writing is interesting to read

The writing’s font is “Arial” The writing’s font is “Arial”

The title is font size 20 The title is font size 20

The author’s name, date, and essay are font size 14 The author’s name, date, and essay are font size 14

The author’s name and date are centered below the title The author’s name and date are centered below the title

The writing is correctly color-coded (green, orange, red) The writing is correctly color-coded (green, orange, red)

MY SIGNATURE:

____________________________________ 

PEER SIGNATURE:

____________________________________ 
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TEACHER APPROVAL TO PUBLISH FINAL DRAFT:________



SHORT STORY SNAPSHOT 
This story is about...

Genre:   O Realistic Fiction   O Mystery   O Personal Narrative   O Science/Historical Fiction   O Fantasy/Myth/Fable
Point of View:  O 1st person (I, me, my, mine)    O 3rd person limited (narrator is an outside observer)   O 3rd person omniscient (narrator knows how everyone feels/thinks)

ORDER ELEMENT DETAILS SENSORY DETAILS STRONG VERBS

Problem/Conflict

Introduce Setting 
(time and place)

Introduce Main 
Characters

Main Event 1

Main Event 2

Main Event 3

Climax/M.V.P. 
(or problem solved)

Conclusion 
(or how it all ends)

THEME

PLAN APPROVAL



SHORT STORY TITLE:                                                                                         THEME:
O AT LEAST 6 “SENSORY DETAILS” (ADJECTIVES) UNDERLINED BLUE 

O AT LEAST 5 STRONG VERBS UNDERLINED RED 

O AT LEAST 4 TIME CONNECTORS UNDERLINED GREEN

O AT LEAST 3 DIFFERENT SENTENCE STARTS UNDERLINED PURPLE 

O AT LEAST 2 SOUND WORDS OR IDIOMS UNDERLINED PINK 

O AT LEAST 1 SIMILE/METAPHOR UNDERLINED ORANGE

PROBLEM:                                                                                                                             SETTING:                                                                                 POINT OF VIEW:     O 1ST POV  O 3RD POV

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10 (use additional sheet of notebook paper if needed)

                                                                                                                                                                                       
 insert: add something        use period here        delete        close up this space        space needed        capitalize         lowercase        check spelling        switch these things

READY TO TYPE 1ST DRAFT?_____ 

(DO PEER CHECKS AFTER TYPING)
PROOFREADING:



D I S C U S S I O N   # 1 
(SHARE WITH YOUR PEER)

The setting of my story is…
The main characters are…
The fascinating problem/plot is…
Some of the main events are…
It ends with…

Peer Signature:

D I S C U S S I O N   # 2
(FIRST READ THE STORY TO YOUR PEER)

So far, what’s your favorite part of the story? Why?
What do you have a question about?
What would you suggest I change or include? Why?

                                                                          Peer Signature:

D I S C U S S I O N   # 3
(FIRST PEER MUST READ YOUR STORY)

Proofread and check for at least 6 sensory details (adjectives) in blue
Proofread and check for at least 5 strong verbs in red
Proofread and check for at least 4 time connectors in green
Proofread and check for at least 3 different sentence starts in purple
Proofread and check for at least 2 sound words or idioms in pink
Proofread and check for at least 1 simile or metaphor in orange

Peer Signature:

D I S C U S S I O N   # 4
(AFTER PEER READS YOUR STORY)

Introduction grabbed my attention     O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes
Main events offer great detail             O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes
Conclusion is strong/makes sense    O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes
Balanced dialogue vs. narrative         O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes
The story is 400-600 words                    O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes
This writing is ready to publish            O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes

                                                                           Peer Signature:

PEER 
CHECK #1 

TYPE DRAFT FIRST, THEN COMPLETE PEER CHECKS 1 & 2

D I S C U S S I O N   # 1 
(SHARE WITH YOUR PEER)

The setting of my story is…
The main characters are…
The fascinating problem/plot is…
Some of the main events are…
It ends with…

Peer Signature:

D I S C U S S I O N   # 2
(FIRST READ THE STORY TO YOUR PEER)

So far, what’s your favorite part of the story? Why?
What do you have a question about?
What would you suggest I change or include? Why?

                                                                          Peer Signature:

D I S C U S S I O N   # 3
(FIRST PEER MUST READ YOUR STORY)

Proofread and check for at least 6 sensory details (adjectives) in blue
Proofread and check for at least 5 strong verbs in red
Proofread and check for at least 4 time connectors in green
Proofread and check for at least 3 different sentence starts in purple
Proofread and check for at least 2 sound words or idioms in pink
Proofread and check for at least 1 simile or metaphor in orange

Peer Signature:

D I S C U S S I O N   # 4
(AFTER PEER READS YOUR STORY)

Introduction grabbed my attention     O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes
Main events offer great detail             O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes
Conclusion is strong/makes sense    O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes
Balanced dialogue vs. narrative         O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes
The story is 400-600 words                    O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes
This writing is ready to publish            O Yahoo!       O Yeah      O Yikes

                                                                           Peer Signature:

PEER 
CHECK #2 

TEACHER APPROVAL TO PUBLISH FINAL DRAFT:________



CYCLE 4 POETRY

A LIMERICK POEM

KEYS TO THE LIMERICK: 
• Contains five lines 

• It’s a joke, a rhyme, a funny poem all wrapped up in one! 

• Contains one couplet and one triplet.  
(Line 1, 2 and 5 rhyme. Lines 3, 4 rhyme.) 

• Often contains exaggeration, play on words, and just plain 
silliness. 

EXAMPLE: 

There was an Old Man with a beard, 

Who said, ‘It is just as I feared! 

Two Owls and a Hen, 
 
Four Larks and a Wren, 

Have all built their nests in my beard!’

Limerick Poem #1

Limerick Poem #2



©The Little Ladybug Shop 

Bed In 

Summer

Robert Louis 

Stevenson

Visualization of Poem

In winter I get up at night,

And dress by yellow candle light.

In summer quite the other way,

I have to go to bed by day.

I have to go to bed and see

The birds still hopping on the tree,

Or hear the grown-up people's feet,

Still going past me in the street.

And does it not seem hard to you,

When all the sky is clear and blue,

And I should like so much to play,

To have to go to bed by day?

____________

__________________

by

_____________

S O N G 
P O E T R Y

1. SELECT A SONG TO GET APPROVED:
2. RECORD THE SONG TITLE & ARTIST
3. RECORD THE LYRICS BELOW
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Bed In 

Summer

Robert Louis 

Stevenson

Visualization of Poem

In winter I get up at night,

And dress by yellow candle light.

In summer quite the other way,

I have to go to bed by day.

I have to go to bed and see

The birds still hopping on the tree,

Or hear the grown-up people's feet,

Still going past me in the street.

And does it not seem hard to you,

When all the sky is clear and blue,

And I should like so much to play,

To have to go to bed by day?

____________

__________________

by

_____________

What is the meaning of these lyrics?

What does the title have to do with the song?

Who do you think wrote this poem/lyric? Describe him or her.

What is the mood/tone of this poem/lyric?

How do the rhythm and/or music/instrumentation affect the mood/tone?

Visualizing: What part of the song creates a picture in your mind?

Identify figurative language in the song/poem:

Similes:

Metaphors:

Alliteration:

Onomatopoeia:

Personification:

Idioms:

Hyperbole:

S O N G 
P O E T R Y

1. READ THE LYRICS (2x)
2. COMPLETE THE QUESTIONS BELOW
3. SHARE REFLECTIONS WITH TRIAD


